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Abstract

On December 9, 2017, a passenger plane of the Ukrainian Airlines was shot down by the air defense
system due to the direct firing of two missiles a few minutes after the start of the flight, and all its
occupants were martyred. An official statement issued by the General Staff of the Armed Forces in
connection with this painful incident stated that the cause of the accident was an unintentional
human error in misidentifying the flying object and promised to try and punish the perpetrators in
connection with this incident. Regardless of the political and security aspects of the issue, it is
possible to identify and examine the dimensions of the legal responsibilities related to this incident.
For this purpose, Article 54 of the Law on the Punishment of Crimes of the Armed Forces, adopted
in 2003, can be examined in connection with the commission of carelessness, negligence and non-
observance of government systems in the service of the Armed Forces. According to this article, it is
possible to impose criminal liability on the offenders, including the commander and the officer, and
this liability does not negate the obligation to compensate the damages of these individuals.

Keywords: Ukrainian plane crash, statement of the General Staff of the Armed Forces, unintentional
human error, criminal liability, Article 54 of the Criminal Code of the Armed Forces.
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