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The Impact of Oil on the Expansion of Relations Between China and the Islamic Republic of Iran

Abstract

In the contemporary world, there are numerous contentious issues surrounding oil and its role in the political relations between
nations. Oil resources, scattered across the globe, play a significant role in shaping the foreign policies of countries toward one
another. Iran is situated in a region that holds the world's largest oil reserves. Meanwhile, driven by rapid economic growth
and the need to meet energy demands, China relies heavily on oil from this region. To ensure its future energy security, China
has actively leveraged oil as a tool to expand relations with oil-producing nations. This raises the question: what role has oil
played in the expansion of relations between Iran and China? Accordingly, the hypothesis proposed in this article is that—
given China's substantial need for Iranian oil to ensure energy security and sustain its rapid economic growth, combined with
Iran's vast oil reserves, major bilateral oil contracts, and Iran's significant share of oil exports to China—oil has been a key
driver in expanding relations between these two actors. The study employs a qualitative research method, examining the central
issue through a documentary analysis approach.

Keywords: Oil, China, energy security, Iran.
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