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An Evaluation of the Criminalization of Plagiarism in Iranian Criminal Policy with a Close
Look at International Conventions

Abstract

Copyright is a common form of literary and artistic property right recognized in both international conventions and domestic
legal instruments. Infringement of this right is considered plagiarism or literary theft. Domestically, this right is safeguarded
by the *Law for the Protection of the Rights of Authors, Composers, and Artists*; furthermore, provisions regarding it are
found in the *Law on Combating Scientific Fraud*, the draft *Comprehensive Intellectual Property Rights Bill*, and the draft
legislation on *Private Data Protection in Cyberspace*. Internationally, the Berne Convention stands as the oldest instrument
in this field, having undergone several revisions. Additionally, the World Trade Organization’s TRIPS Agreement and the
Nice Agreement contain rules ensuring copyright protection and addressing plagiarism.

Significant differences exist between the international convention framework and the Iranian legal system regarding copyright
protection and the fight against plagiarism: First, the principles of "national treatment" and "most-favored-nation treatment"
are not observed in Iranian copyright law, resulting in discriminatory treatment between Iranian and foreign creators of
scientific, literary, and artistic works—contrary to a key emphasis of the Berne Convention, the primary international treaty in
this area. Second, despite the emphasis placed by international conventions, the Iranian legal system lacks distinct procedural
rules specifically addressing copyright infringements.

Keywords: Copyright; plagiarism; authors' and reviewers' rights; law on combating academic fraud
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