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State Liability for Errors in Iran’s Deeds and Properties Registration System: A
Comparative Perspective with English Law

Abstract

In the Y VYth century, European nations adopted land and property registration systems to ensure legal certainty in transactions
and foster public trust. Errors within these registration systems can sometimes lead to the loss of property ownership. England
has enacted specific legislation to compensate for such registration-related losses, adhering to the principle that registered
ownership should not be invalidated—even if the registration was erroneous. In contrast, Iranian law lacks specific provisions
on this matter, and the state's liability remains a subject of uncertainty. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this article
examines state liability regarding errors in the land and property registration system under both Iranian and English law,
highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of the Iranian system. Ultimately, the study concludes that state liability in this
context is grounded in the theory of guarantee, and establishing civil liability requires the concurrence of three elements: the
occurrence of harm, a damaging act (or omission) by registration officials, and a causal link between the two.

Keywords: Systemic errors, property registration, state liability
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