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Abstract

Today, social networks have become a means of communication and interaction for human societies,
and their number and members are increasing every day. However, these facilities have made modern
humans more capable than in the past. With the increasing progress of science and technology, various
societies in the transition from a traditional society to an advanced society, in addition to maintaining many
of the social harms that have already existed, are faced with new crimes that are called emerging social
harms due to their lack of precedent and background in human societies. Emerging crimes are crimes related
to new social network technology that result from the use of these networks, including Instagram and
Telegram, which can be referred to as phishing, pharming, online gambling, and online fraud. The newness
and emergence of these crimes implies that some of these crimes have not been criminalized in Iranian
legislation. The main goal of this research is to address the criteria and justification for criminalizing emerging
crimes on social networks, which has been achieved through a descriptive-analytical research method, which
states that there are two perspectives on the possibility of criminalizing emerging crimes. The first
perspective is based on opposing the criminalization of these crimes based on the individual's absolute
discretion in using social networks, which is unacceptable given the needs of today's society. However, the
second perspective is based on criminalizing emerging crimes on social networks according to principles such
as the principle of harmlessness, expediency, etc., which is acceptable given the consequences of these

crimes.

Social networks, emerging crimes, Instagram, fundamentals, criminological criteria
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