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Abstract

In criminal law, crimes are divided into two categories: crimes with a public aspect and crimes with a
private aspect, which has led to important changes in the status of crimes in terms of their excusability and
non-excusability, the inclusion of the passage of time, and the possibility of prosecution without a private
plaintiff. Since their formation, governments have considered themselves to have the right to punish all
crimes as a manifestation of authority and social order, and from this perspective, they considered all crimes
to have a public aspect. With the introduction of criminal justice discussions and due to the dominance of
the private aspect of some crimes, the legislator partially abandoned this public right in favor of private
rights. However, in general, crimes were still public in nature and the private aspect was exceptional. Until
the adoption of the Law on Reducing Penalty Imprisonment in 2020, the legislator took a surprising step to
diminish the public aspect of crimes, and from this perspective, there has been much criticism of this
legislative method. This study critically examines this category and examines its shortcomings, and suggests
that in future reforms, greater attention should be paid to the general aspect as an important principle in

preventing crimes.

General aspect of crime, private aspect of crime, law on reduction of punishment of
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