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Abstract

Genocide, as one of the most serious international crimes, refers to the intentional and systematic
destruction of part or all of an ethnic, religious, national or racial group. This research examines the role of
international law in identifying and punishing the genocides in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Iraqi Kurdistan.
First, the history and legal definition of genocide in international law are examined, especially in the Ya¢A
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which obligates states to prevent
and punish genocide. Then, two prominent examples of genocide in contemporary history are examined in
detail: first, the genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which occurred in particular in the Srebrenica incident
and the massacre of Bosnian Muslims by Serbian forces, and second, the Anfal operation of the Iraqi Baath
regime against the Kurds in YAAA, which resulted in widespread massacres and the use of chemical weapons
against Kurdish civilians. This research analyzes how the international community has dealt with these
crimes through UN resolutions, especially resolutions 1\Y and TAA, as well as the activities of international
courts such as the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY). It also addresses the challenges and complexities of establishing the international
responsibility of states and authorities for these crimes and raises limitations and criticisms that have existed
in the process of trials and identification of these crimes. This research seeks to study “the role of
international law in identifying and punishing the genocides of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Iraqi Kurdistan”

using a descriptive-analytical method.

Identification, Genocide, Anfal, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iraqi Kurdistan, International
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