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Abstract

This study reviews and examines the methods of Orientalists in dating the Meccan and Medinan surahs
and verses of the Quran. The aim of this study is to analyze the dating methods used by Western researchers
and assess their compatibility or discrepancy with the Islamic scholarly tradition. The results of the study
show that the approaches of Orientalists are in many cases based on personal and sometimes tasteful
assumptions and imaginations and have made less use of reliable scientific and historical evidence. This has
often led to incorrect interpretations of the chronological order of verses and surahs. In this study, the
challenges and the gap between the historical order presented by Orientalists and the Islamic
historiographical tradition are examined and finally the importance of adopting an interdisciplinary and

documented approach, based on reliable narrations, in dating the Quran is emphasized.
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