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Examining the cases, rulings and effects of apostasy from the point of view of the jewel owner and

Iranian criminal law

Mirza Ali Kitabi, Mohammad Javad Alinejad, and Seyyed Amir Dabiri

Abstract
According to linguists, the word apostasy means turning back. An apostate is a person who, after learning the

truth and converting to religion, denies the truth out of stubbornness and malice with the aim of weakening the
religion, and denies the divinity of God Almighty or the prophethood of the beloved Messenger of Islam (PBUH).
This issue was not established by Islam, but it has a history in other divine religions. The verdict of apostasy is
one of the Muslim jurisprudential branches of Islam, according to which an apostate is sentenced to severe

punishments from imprisonment to death. The findings indicate that he accepted the death and killing of the

apostate and differentiated between the sentence of the natural apostate and the national apostate and gave a
discount on the national apostate because the danger of the natural apostate is greater than that of the national
apostate. In his opinion, a natural apostate, because he was a Muslim before, can leave more negative effects in

society and among Muslims. In the case of the national apostate, due to the lack of history in Islam and the lack
of fame among Muslims, it is less effective. Therefore, Islam gives this person the opportunity to repent and
return to the embrace of Islam. It is natural for Islam to be more strict about those who accepted Islam and then
apostatized. But in the case of those who accept Islam and then apostatize, it is extremely strict, and this issue is

not without reason, and it does not conflict with freedom, discretion, and imposition of opinion.

Keywords: apostasy; natural apostate; national apostate; Jawaharlal Kalam; Iran's criminal law
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