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The scientific authority of Sheikh Tusi and the institutionalization of Imamiyyah ijtihad
jurisprudence: analyzing his role in the evolution of the methodology of deriving rulings in
the fifth century of Hijri.

Abstract

The fifth century of Hijri should be considered one of the most important periods in the history of the evolution of Imami
jurisprudence; The period in which the Shia jurisprudence system moved from the stage of narrating and collecting hadiths to
a systematic, argument-oriented and theoretically coherent ijtihad. In the meantime, Sheikh Tusi, as the most prominent jurist
and principle of his age, by combining the knowledge of hadith, the principles of jurisprudence, theology, and comparative
jurisprudence, created new foundations for the derivation of Sharia rulings, which would cast a shadow on the Imami
jurisprudence tradition for centuries. Using the descriptive-analytical method and library study, the present research seeks to
answer the question that what were the most important scientific and methodological mechanisms of Sheikh Tusi in the
development of ijtihad jurisprudence and what effect did these developments have on the continuation of the scientific authority
of Imami jurisprudence. The findings of the research show that Sheikh Tusi's innovations in the development of argumentative
jurisprudence, systematizing the principles of ijtihad, expanding comparative jurisprudence, strengthening jurisprudential
rationality and establishing the scientific field of Najaf are considered a turning point in the history of Shia jurisprudence. Also,
his works, especially Al-Massut, Al-Khilaf and Al-Ida Fi Asul al-Figh, provided a stable model for the jurists after him and
provided the basis for the continuity of Imamiyyah scientific authority until the present age.

Keywords: Sheikh Tusi, Imami jurisprudence, Ijtihad, Principles of jurisprudence, Scientific authority, Inference
methodology, °th century Hijri.
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