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Abstract

This article examines the relationship between the Security Council and the International Criminal Court with an
emphasis on the issue of jurisdiction and attempts to analyze the legal foundations of this relationship within the
framework of the United Nations Charter and the Rome Statute. The Security Council, as the body responsible for
maintaining international peace and security, plays a direct role in the process of exercising the Court’s jurisdiction in
some cases by referring situations to the Court or suspending investigations and prosecutions; while the International
Criminal Court is an independent judicial institution established to prosecute perpetrators of the most serious
international crimes. The present study shows that this relationship is a manifestation of the link between international
criminal justice and collective security considerations, and in this way, it has the potential to both strengthen
international accountability and create tension between judicial independence and political considerations. The findings
of the article indicate that the role of the Security Council in activating or suspending the jurisdiction of the Court has a
profound impact on the principle of equality before justice, protection of victims and combating impunity. Although the
referral of cases by the Security Council can pave the way for achieving justice in situations where states are unable or
unwilling to prosecute, the selectivity of decisions, the influence of political considerations and the possibility of using
the veto power increase the risk of politicization of international criminal justice. Therefore, the article concludes that
the legitimacy and effectiveness of this relationship are guaranteed when the powers of the Security Council in relation
to the Court are exercised in light of legal standards, judicial impartiality and the humanitarian purpose of protecting
human dignity and the rights of victims.
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