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New approaches in preventing recidivism: from punishment-oriented to restorative justice

Abstract

This research examines the function of restorative justice in reducing recidivism in Iran's criminal law by descriptive-analytical
method and using library resources. The main issue is that relying solely on punishment and imprisonment, especially for
reformable criminals, in many cases has not only led to a reduction in recidivism, but has also strengthened the grounds for
repeat offenders through stigmatization, social exclusion, and the weakening of family and social ties. The findings of the
research show that restorative justice, with an emphasis on victim compensation, criminal responsibility, criminal mediation
and local community participation, has the capacity to strengthen the criminal's social acceptance platform and reduce the
likelihood of recidivism. The examination of Iran's criminal regulations also shows that although institutions such as alternative
punishments of imprisonment, postponement of sentencing, suspension of punishment and mediation have provided relative
grounds for moving towards restorative justice, the lack of a coherent criminal policy, enforcement limitations and the
predominance of a punishment-oriented attitude have hindered the full realization of this approach. The innovation of the
research is in explaining the point that restorative justice in Iranian law should be understood and implemented not as an
absolute substitute for punishment, but as a differential and community-oriented supplement for reforming the criminal and
reducing sustainable recidivism. Based on this, the research proves that the effective reduction of recidivism in Iran requires a
gradual transition from a purely repressive criminal policy to a hybrid, restorative and adaptive model.

Keywords: repeat offense, restorative justice, Punishment oriented, Social rehabilitation, Differential criminal
policy.
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