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Redefining the realm of the principle of relativity of contracts in the light of network and
chain contracts

Abstract

The principle of relativity of the effects of contracts, as one of the traditional pillars of the law of obligations and a reflection
of freedom of will, limits the legal effect of agreements exclusively to its parties and removes third parties from the rights and
obligations arising from the contract. However, fundamental changes in contemporary business structures, supply chains and
the emergence of new exchange patterns have created phenomena known as "network contracts" and "chain contracts". In these
multi-layered systems, there are functional and economic collateral links between various contracts, and the realization of the
ultimate goal of the complex depends on the coordinated fulfillment of obligations in all circles. In this context, the rigid and
traditional separation between "contract parties" and "foreign third parties" has lost its efficiency in the fair distribution of risk
and compensation of losses; Because the third party in the network is not an isolated stranger but a related member of an
economic whole. This research, with a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative approach, explains the necessity of
redefining the realm of the principle of relativity based on the theory of "contractual group", "unity of economic cause" and
"reliability of contracts". The findings indicate that in order to ensure contractual balance and transaction security, a related
third concept must be identified in order to provide the possibility of direct liability claims and the extension of certain
conditions along the chain. The transition from insularity to adjusted relativity, without imposing unwanted obligations,
realizes the reflection of economic realities in the rights of obligations.

Keywords: The principle of relativity of contracts, Network contracts, Chain contracts, Contract group, Third
people.
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