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The Moral Crisis in the West
The Epstein Case: An Analysis of the Gap Between Discourse and Reality

Abstract

Ethics is one of the fundamental components of human and social life, having consistently drawn the attention of various
schools of thought and religious traditions throughout history. In the contemporary world, Western ethical perspectives are
largely grounded in rationalist, individualist, and secular foundations; conversely, Islamic ethics is deeply intertwined with
faith and religious law (Sharia), drawing upon divine revelation as its primary source. This divergence in foundations has led
to the emergence of two distinct approaches to defining ethical values and standards. Employing an analytical-comparative
method, this study examines and critiques the Western perspective on ethics and compares it with the Islamic ethical system.
Within this framework, key characteristics of ethics in Western secular thought—such as the emphasis on reason independent
of revelation, moral relativism, and individualism—are analyzed. Furthermore, the study highlights significant examples of
ethical crises in Western societies—most notably the Jeffrey Epstein case, which garnered global attention and exposed serious
ethical challenges within certain Western power and wealth structures—as a case study worthy of reflection. The findings
indicate that Islamic ethics, by relying on the immutable authority of revelation and integrating both reason and scriptural
tradition, possesses greater stability, comprehensiveness, and coherence, encompassing all dimensions of individual and social
life. In contrast, ethical theories in Western thought, lacking a divine authority and being susceptible to the influence of time
and place, are characterized by a degree of relativism and mutability. Accordingly, re-examining and elucidating the
foundations of Islamic ethics can play a significant role in providing a more stable framework for organizing human and social
behaviors in the contemporary era.

Keywords: Islamic ethics, Western ethics, moral relativism, critique of secular ethics, Jeffrey Epstein case.
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