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A Review of the Views of Islamic Jurists on Accepting Remuneration for Acts of Worship (A
Comparative Study of Islamic Schools of Jurisprudence)

Abstract

This study aims to re-examine and elucidate the perspectives of Islamic jurists regarding the acceptance of payment for acts of
worship—particularly concerning acts performed by proxy (*niyabat*) and the teaching or dissemination of the Holy Quran
and Islamic teachings—through a comparative analysis of Islamic schools of thought. The significance of this topic stems from
its direct relevance to contemporary societal issues regarding earning income through religious and devotional activities,
necessitating a clarification of the associated jurisprudential viewpoints. The research employs a library-based, analytical-
comparative approach. Data were gathered from authoritative jurisprudential texts across Islamic schools of thought;
subsequent comparison and analysis of these diverse views served to identify points of convergence and divergence, as well
as the underlying reasons for such differences. The findings reveal a wide spectrum of opinions among jurists regarding
remuneration for acts of worship. Within Imami jurisprudence, views range from the absolute prohibition of accepting payment
for obligatory acts (the prevailing view among early jurists) to absolute permissibility, alongside nuanced positions
distinguishing between various types of obligations (such as *ta‘abbudi* vs. *tawassult*, and individual vs. collective
obligations). Similarly, within the jurisprudence of other Islamic schools (*madhahib*), opinions vary: some assert the
invalidity of hiring contracts for obligatory acts in general while validating them for recommended acts, whereas others draw
distinctions based on criteria such as the necessity of religious intention (*niyyah*) or whether the benefit of the act accrues to
others. Certain jurists incorporate criteria such as "seeking divine proximity" (*qurbah*) and "suitability for performance by
proxy" into their legal rulings (*fatwas*). Given the breadth and diversity of these jurisprudential perspectives, it can be
concluded that there is no consensus among the jurists of Islamic schools regarding the acceptance of payment for acts of
worship, particularly in the context of performance by proxy.

Keywords: Islamic schools of thought, remuneration, acts of worship, Islamic jurists.
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