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An Analysis and Critique of the Foundations of Objections Regarding Verses on *Hudud* (Prescribed
Punishments), from the Perspectives of Allameh Tabataba'i and Wahbah al-Zuhayli

Abstract

In the Islamic penal system, *hudud* (fixed penalties) occupy a distinct position in safeguarding the objectives of the *Sharia*
(Islamic law). In the contemporary era, the emergence of hermeneutical and human rights discourses has given rise to
systematic challenges regarding the trans-temporal validity of these rulings. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a
comparative approach, this study examines four primary categories of objections raised against the *hudud* verses—namely,
the historicity of the rulings, their perceived incompatibility with the spirit of the modern age, the alleged disproportion between
the crime and the punishment, and the issue of the victim's consent. These objections are analyzed and evaluated through the
perspectives of two prominent scholars: Allameh Tabataba'i (a Shi'a exegete and philosopher) and Wahba al-Zuhayli (a
contemporary Sunni jurist and exegete). The findings indicate that the theory of "fixed and variable rulings"—a conceptual
framework shared by both scholars—offers a coherent response to these challenges. Specifically, "fixed" rulings address the
innate and immutable needs of human beings, while "variable" rulings are determined by the Islamic authority within the scope
of the fixed principles, based on the exigencies of time and place. Consequently, the objections raised are not only inconsistent
with the foundational principles of Islamic epistemology but are also rooted in a superficial understanding of religious teachings
and an susceptibility to Western philosophical paradigms.

Keywords: Verses concerning *hudid* (fixed penal punishments), the historicity of legal rulings, fixed and variable
rulings, Allameh Tabataba'i, Wahba al-Zuhayli.
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